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This year guiding question:
How do | become anti-
racist?
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Mission

To advance student
achievement and well-being
through public education,
which motivates learners,
fosters inclusion, inspires
innovation and builds
community.

Vision
To be a leader in public
education by empowering
all students to become
engaged and caring citizens
of the world.

APS - Seven Values

Citizenship
Empathy
Inclusivity
Innovation
Relationships
Self-Awareness
Optimism

Aldergrove Public School Community Newsletter
September 13th, 2021

Message from the office ...
Dear Families,

Welcome to the start of a great new year at Aldergrove! We are excited to
welcome you back!! We hope you had a healthy and restful summer. We know
that the start of this school year will be different than any other and want to make
the transition as smooth as possible. Our caretaking team has done a great job
getting the school ready and our staff have been working hard to plan for a safe
beginning to the school year.

Please read this important information about school procedures and
routines.

The first day of school is Thursday September 9" (JK families will have a staggered
start and this has been communicated with you in a separate email). We can't
wait!!

Self-Screening Process: TO BE DONE DAILY
Every day students will need to screen for COVID-19.

Step 1: Parents/Guardians of Elementary students are required to complete on-
lineself-assessment

School and Child Care Screening Tool (please click on Check for Symptoms
Daily for screening tool document) on a daily basis, prior to their child entering the
school.

Step 2: Upon completion of the self-assessment, Parents/Guardians will complete
the response to the question:

“Have you completed the self-screening tool?” in the_Confirmation Form, using their
child’s GAPPS account login information.

To our families celebrating Rosh Hashanah, we wish you a blessed holiday.
Please do not hesitate to contact us in the office for any support you may need.
Partners in education,

F. Jessa
Principal

H. Ou-Hingwan
Vice Principal

Message from Our Trustee, September 2021

We have many reasons to feel optimistic as we begin the 2021-22 school year.
Schools are reopening to in-person learning, vaccination rates continue to increase,
and our students can start to resume some of their favourite school activities.
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Inspirelearning/

As we return to school, our_reopening plan continues to prioritize the health and
safety of students, families and staff members. We are working with public health to
ensure we are taking all appropriate measures. For more information on the plan,
including health and safety measures, please visit www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening.
You can also find additional information from York Region Public Health at
www.york.ca/safeatschool.

The pandemic and last year’s school closures affected students and families in many
different ways. This has been a challenging time. Our caring, skilled and dedicated
staff members are prepared to prioritize the mental health and well-being of students
as they transition back to school, as well as supporting their academic learning and
growth. If you are worried about your child, please speak to your child’s teacher or
principal. You may also find some of the_ learning and well-being resources on our
website helpful.

Whether your child will be attending school in person or online, we know how
important it is that they feel safe, respected and valued. We want every student to
feel supported, to take pride in their identities and to know that they matter. Any form
of hate or discrimination in our schools is not acceptable. This school year, we will
continue to implement the_Dismantling Anti-Black Racism Strategy launched in
March to address anti-Black racism in schools. We also remain committed as a
school board to honouring the_Truth and Reconciliation Commission Calls to Action.
As an education system, it is imperative that we create learning environments that
enable all of our students to feel valued and to be successful.

As your school board trustee, it is my role to advocate for quality public education in
York Region, and to ensure that our students remain at the centre of all of our
decision making. The Board of Trustees makes_policy and_budget decisions, and
communicates with the public, among other_responsibilities. We are also responsible
for setting direction for the school board, through our_Multi-Year Strategic Plan. This
plan sets out four priorities: Foster Well-Being and Mental Health, Build Collaborative
Relationships, Champion Equity and Inclusivity, and Empower Ethical Leadership.

The relationship that we have with families is so important, and | will continue to
keep you informed of our work and priorities. You can also find the_message from the
Chair of the Board on the Board’s website. You are welcome to_contact me if you
have any questions or concerns.

There are also many other ways you can stay connected with what’'s happening in
the school board. Visit our_newsroom. Listen to our_podcast. Follow us on_Twitter
@YRDSB and on_nstagram @yrdsb.schools. Watch the latest videos, including
news, features and profiles about our schools, students and staff members on our
YouTube channel YRDSBMedia.

As we begin another school year, | am so pleased to welcome all of our new and
returning families. | hope you have a great start to the school year and wish you
a happy, healthy and successful year ahead.

Juanita Nathan

Trustee — Markham Wards 7 and 8
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First Day Routines In Person Scholars - Thursday Sep 9, 2021

You should have already received your child’s homeroom code (e.g. 1A) in a
separate communication.

* What time should my child(ren) arrive at school?

Students should arrive at the school by 8:15 a.m. in the morning. Teachers
will be present OUTSIDE, in the school yard.

* Where do students go to meet their classroom teacher on the first
day of school?

Grades 1-8: On the first day of school, please proceed to back tarmac. Find
the class code posted on the back window or portable. Please stay socially
distanced and wear face masks on school property.

FDK: Please take your child to the kindergarten area. You would have
already received a separate communication regarding drop off and pick up
areas.

If you do not receive your child’s homeroom code for any reason, please
arrive at the back of the school on September 9th at 8:45am and staff will be
able to direct you where to go.

* Where do | pick my child up at the end of the day?
Please meet your child where you dropped them off in the morning.
* What will happen in the event of bad weather?

If it rains on Thursday morning, Grades 1-6 scholars will go to the gym, our
Grade 7/8 scholars will go to the upstairs hallway. Our K scholars will go
straight to their classrooms. There will be staff wearing duty vests to support
this. Families are not allowed inside the school and will say goodbye
outside.

Bussing

If your child(ren) take the bus, please refer to the website for information:
www.schoolbuscity.com

Breakfast Club

Dear Families,

Breakfast club will begin on the first day of school, Thursday,
September 9 at 8 AM in the staffroom. In accordance with
the COVID-19 safety guidelines by public health, we will be
serving pre-packaged food and will take all appropriate steps
for the health and safety of our school community. Please
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have your children enter through the front door and follow the
signs to the staffroom. All scholars are welcome to attend.

When: 8:00 AM every morning

Where: Staffroom

School Schedule

8:15 am - staff on duty outside

8:25 am - entry bell

8:30 am - announcements & morning learning block
10:10 am - 10:40 am recess (30 minutes)
10:40-12:20 - middle learning block

12:20 pm - 1:20 pm lunch (1 hour)

1:20 pm - 3:00 pm afternoon learning block

3:00 pm - end of day bell rings

It is very important for scholars who are attending face-to- face to arrive
daily on time with their COVID screening complete. There are safety
protocols that will be followed in the class when scholars arrive and being
on time will support our learning to begin on time.

Late Arrivals: Families are not to enter the building. Please ring the
buzzer and scholars will enter and follow protocols.

Student Plck UP during School Hours: Families to call in advance if
there is a need to pick up students during the day. Families do not enter
the building. Please ring the buzzer, and once the office staff identifies the
caller, they will send the scholar out.

It is important that we all follow the protocols to keep our scholars safe.
Thank you families for supporting this.

What school will look like

Hallways - visual reminders on the floor to walk on the right and to

keep physical distance from others.

! 3 |
There will be places to wait if the washrooms are being used or at

capacity.




Hand sanitizers will be available in the school. Classrooms are
decluttered and desks set apart for distancing. Staff will be wearing

masks

The yard will be divided into sections for cohorts to use during recess
and lunch.
Plexiglass barriers are installed in the office (with friendly and helpful

people to support).

Reminders:

Lunch drop off is not allowed - please send your child with their
lunch in the morning

Students should bring everyday:

Lunch and snacks

e Scholars in Grades 1-8 must wear a mask (Bring at least 3)

e Masks are highly encouraged for scholars in FDK

e Reusable Water bottles (water refill stations are open, drinking fountains are
closed)

e Be prepared for scholars to be outside for large parts of the day (appropriate
clothing, sunscreen, hats etc.)

Virtual Learner Schedule for the First Day, September 9, 2021:

8:25am - 12:20 pm

We will spend the morning focused on health and safety at Aldergrove, and
making sure our in person scholars understand and are comfortable with
health and safety routines. During this time, asynchronous (not live) learning
activities will be available for remote learners. Begin reviewing the




Appropriate and Safe Use of Digital Tools: https://bit.ly/2WPkDg0. Visit the
Remote Learning Asynchronous Learning Site Remote Learning
Asynchronous Activities to access learning activities for your child. Both of
these links need to be accessed from your child’s google (@gapps.yrdshb.ca)
account.

1:20 pm - 3:00 pm

Remote scholars are asked to join the Google Meet for your class. You will
be receiving information from your teacher about access to the Google
Classroom which will be a platform for learning. A Google Meet link will also
be shared to enter into the classroom. The teacher and other scholars will be
physically present in the classroom at the school. The teacher will navigate
both a Face-to-Face and virtual platform to provide hybrid learning
experiences. Please be patient with your classroom teacher as we begin this
year. We will all be working together to providing learning environments that
support both face-to-face and remote learners.

For your references, please find:
e Student Tools and Resourceshttps://bit.ly/3te440p

Message from School Council

Hi Aldergrove Community!

School Council is excited to welcome all new and returning families of the
Aldergrove Community. While the last school year has been very challenging
for our families, we are hopeful for more "Inviting", "Igniting", and "Inspiring"
opportunities for our scholars as well as for families this year.

Have your voice heard. Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend
School Council meetings. It offers parents an excellent opportunity to have a
positive influence on their child’s school experience, to stay informed, contribute
ideas or simply network with other parents. We invite all parents to join our next
meeting. Stay tuned as we will share the date in the coming weeks. Be sure to
follow the school on Twitter.

We value your input! Please feel free to contact anyone on the School Council
with any concerns, suggestions and ideas at aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca.

Parents' Voice Matters!
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